
Remain  
John 15:5 

AFAYC 2019 Bible Studies 
 

Our theme this week is Remain. Jesus says in John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
The one who remains in me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing 
without me.” We will spend the week breaking down the meaning of this verse through bible 
study and through worshipful, expository preaching.  
 
This week you have the opportunity to lead a small group of students through four bible study 
times. These bible studies are designed to provide enough information/material for one who 
may not be well-practiced in leading a small group and, at the same time, can be condensed for 
one who may have much practice in doing so. Wherever you are on this spectrum, please know 
that the bible study material was written under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, has been prayed 
over, and goes alongside the sermons and theme for the week. Because of this, we ask that 
you do your best to hold closely to the material during the designated bible study time with your 
small group. A good practice for you may be to ask a question, and count to 15 silently in your 
head to give students enough time to thoughtfully answer.  
 
These studies were designed with the idea that leaders are facilitators, not lecturers. That 
means that the bible study time should have more student involvement and less leader 
involvement, apart from the necessary comments and input that a leader may perceive. This 
may be difficult for some, but please remember that we most often learn and grow more 
effectively when we engage and interact with God’s word. There is a time for lecture style 
teaching, or preaching, but that time is not during the bible study time. You’ll notice a lot of 
questions, this is so students control most of the time with discussion of the scripture. Your role 
is to ensure that the discussion is formatted truthfully and according to God’s word.  
 
Throughout the week we will be looking at what it means and looks like for the Christian to 
Remain in Christ. We’ll study Colossians 1:15-17 and see that because Jesus is Central to Life 
we are to remain in Him. We’ll examine Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 and find that as we fear God and 
keep his commandments we will remain in Him. We’ll dissect Romans 3:22-24 and discover that 
righteousness is through faith so we must remain in Him. We’ll harvest Galatians 5:22-25 and 
glean that the fruit of the Spirit is only ours when we remain in Him.  
 
Please carefully prepare by praying and seeking the Lord yourself, intently seeking to remain in 
Him. As you do, rest in the truth of the gospel, and that as we remain in Him we will bear much 
fruit. If you have any questions or concerns as you are preparing, please call, text, or email Matt 
Mayberry.  
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 
Matt Mayberry 
830-570-5743 
fbchondostudents@gmail.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday Bible Study 
Jesus is Central to Life...Remain in Him 

 Colossians 1:15-17 
Major Points Outline:  

1. Jesus is God in flesh. (15) 
2. Jesus is the giver of life. (16) 
3. Jesus is the sustainer of life. (17) 

 
Ask a student to begin this time with prayer.  
 
Discussion Question: D1: What is one thing that all things that have life have in common? 
D2/D3: What would you say is the central factor/commonality of all of creation or life? Explain 
your opinion. (students may have answers based in science (DNA) or faith (God), allow open 
discussion for a few moments)  
 
Say: This is an important question and it draws our attention to an important answer. This week 
at camp we are exploring God’s Word for His instruction about remaining in Him and His will for 
our lives. To understand what it is to remain, we first have to begin with an understanding of 
why we should seek to remain in God and His will. Let’s read Colossians 1:15-17 and then we 
will look at each verse individually and see how Jesus is Central to Life and that because of this 
we should seek to Remain in Him. *Before reading, point out the context of the verses is 
speaking about Jesus Christ.* 
 
“15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For everything was 
created by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He 
is before all things, and by him all things hold together.” Colossians 1:15-17 CSB 
 
Discussion Questions for Verse 15: Jesus is God in flesh.  

● How does the writer describe Jesus in the first part of verse 15? What do you think this 
means? (Allow students time to re-read and consider, and then answer. The description 
of Jesus as “the image of the invisible God” is a wonderful truth. Jesus is God in flesh. 
This is an echo of Matthew 1:23 and John 1:14) 

● What do you think “the firstborn over all creation” means? (Allow discussion here, but be 
careful not approve any false answers or misunderstandings. Jesus was not created 
(John 1:1), and so the term firstborn must be explained as the status of the firstborn. So 
Jesus as the Son of God, receives all of what the Father has, i.e., his kingdom. This is 
why it says “over creation” and not “of” creation.) 

● What does this show about Jesus in relation to God the Father? (After discussion, point 
them to the truth that Jesus is in fact God in the Flesh. Equal to God the Father.) 

 
Discussion Questions for Verse 16: Jesus is the giver of life. 

● Describe what verse 16 says Jesus created. What does this mean about Jesus and his 
relationship to all of creation? (The words “everything” and “all” are used to describe 
what he created, with additional clarification of what “everything” and “all” means.  



● How else is Jesus’ interaction with creation described towards the end of verse 16? Do 
you think this confirms or denies what verse 15 says about Jesus’ status “over creation”? 
(Jesus not only created all things, but he is the very source (giver) of creation- “through 
him”, and all of creation ultimately finds its purpose in Jesus- “for him”.) 

● How can you and I understand the value and purpose of our lives by studying and 
believing this truth of verse 16, that Jesus is the giver of life? (Allow discussion and 
encourage students to see that because we are created by Jesus we have value; he 
cares for what he creates (Psalm 139). Also, because we are created by Jesus we have 
purpose; he doesn’t make mistakes or waste his creation (“we were created...for him”).) 

 
Discussion Questions for Verse 17: Jesus is the sustainer of life.  

● What does the first phrase of verse 17 allude to in verse 15? Why do you think the writer 
makes this reminder? (The allusion is “He is before all things…” which matches with “the 
firstborn over all creation.” This is an important reminder because we now have more 
context after verse 16 explained Jesus’ action and role in creation. He is not a part of 
creation, he is apart from creation.) 

● How do you think Jesus is able to hold all things together? (After discussion, lead 
students to remember the first two truths. Only God holds all things together: Jesus is 
God in flesh. Only the giver of life can hold all things together: Jesus is the giver of life.) 

● How does this truth, that Jesus is the sustainer of life, help you better understand who 
Jesus is?  

 
Say: As we learn this week what it means to Remain in God, we need to understand why we 
should. Colossians 1:15-17 points to three truths of Jesus Christ: He is God in flesh, He is the 
giver of life, and He is the sustainer of life. When we seek to Remain in God, we are trusting the 
one who became flesh for us, who gives us our life, and who sustains our life. Who or what else 
could possibly be better for us to remain?  
 
Closing Reflection Question: As you hear the Word of God this week, consider this question and 
ask the Lord to show you the answer: How do I remain in God?  
 
Close in Prayer and Dismiss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday Bible Study 
Fear God and Keep His Commands...Remain in Him 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
 

Major Points Outline: 
1. Fear God (13) 
2. Keep His Commands (13) 
3. God is Judge (14) 

 
Ask a student to begin this time with prayer.  
 
Discussion Question: What do you think humanity’s purpose is? Why did God create us and 
why do you think Scripture says it is necessary for us to Remain in him? (Allow open discussion) 
 
Say: Yesterday’s Bible study discussed why we should seek to Remain in God by discovering 
who Scripture declares Jesus is. Today, we are going to explore what the Bible says about our 
purpose as humans and why it is necessary to Remain in God. John 15:5 says that we are 
branches from the vine who is Jesus. Because of this truth, we are called to remain in him. 
Branches rely on the vine for life, so we find our purpose according to the vine. The book of 
Ecclesiastes is known for its wisdom and the author’s very unique insights into life and it’s 
purpose. Let’s read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 and look at each verse one at a time to glean the 
truth of Scripture about how we as the branches are to Remain in the True Vine.  
 
“13 When all has been heard, the conclusion of the matter is this: fear God and keep his 
commands, because this is for all humanity. 14 For God will bring every act to judgment, 
including every hidden thing, whether good or evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 CSB 
 
Discussion Questions for verse 13: Fear God 

● What do you make of the attitude of the author who has, numerous times, stated that he 
has tried to find purpose in all things of the world? (Help students recognize that the 
author has tested and tried all things that humans try to find value and purpose (wealth, 
sex, possessions, love, work, laziness, etc) in and that all things have failed him. Here is 
his ultimate finding) 

● What do you think it means to fear God? (allow students to discuss, but be sure not to 
affirm any opinions that are not scriptural. Use these passages to discuss appropriate 
fears of God. You might assign a few students beforehand to read these passages.) 

○ Deut. 6:20-25- Fearing God does mean that we acknowledge that God is 
dangerous. “Before our eyes the LORD inflicted great and devastating signs and 
wonders on Egypt…” (v. 22)  

○ Prov. 8:13- This verse declares, “To fear the LORD is to hate evil…” If we don’t 
hate evil, we don’t fear God. If we don’t fear God, we aren’t remaining in him.  

○ Matt. 10:28- Jesus speaks of fearing God because he is the one who “is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

○ After reading one or more of the options above, help students understand that 
God deserves to be feared. The fear that is necessary before God is not one that 



should cause us to run from him, but to him. For he calls us to himself in humility 
(fear), and promises to welcome us. (Luke 15:20-24) God’s grace is perhaps the 
biggest reason to fear him. For without his grace, we are lost without hope. 

● How do we live daily in the fear of God? (help students understand that this fear actually 
emboldens us, it doesn’t cripple us. Fearing God is part of our purpose as we remain in 
Him. We don’t fear God for what he might do to us, but because he is the one who can 
save us from what we do to ourselves. See 2 Timothy 1:7) 

 
Discussion Questions for verse 13: Keep His Commands 

● As a follow up to “fear God”, what is the second command of the author’s conclusion of 
the purpose of humanity? (We are to Keep His Commands. This is a natural thing for 
those who fear God.) 

● How do we keep the commands of God? (Allow discussion, help students think tangibly. 
When things like “obey God’s Word”, and “do what the Bible says” are mentioned, try to 
have students share more specifically, less generally. We want them to know how to live 
a life of keeping God’s commands, not simply know the appropriate answers to a Bible 
study question.) 

● How does the author describe his reasoning for the commands to “fear God and keep 
his commands”? (point students to his statement, “Because this is for all humanity”, it 
also may noted that other translations may say “the whole duty of humanity”. If this is our 
whole duty, then here we find our purpose. This means when we are not fearing God 
and keeping his commandments we are not fulfilling our purpose. These are the times 
we feel empty and aimless.  

● Reflect/Answer: Would you agree that the times in your life when you have felt empty or 
aimless that you were not fearing God or keeping his commands? Why? Why not? 

 
Discussion Questions for verse 14: God is Judge 

● What promise does the author state that we often view as more of a threat? (“God will 
bring every act to judgment”.) 

● Do we often live as if this is true? Explain your answer. (Help students see the reality 
that our sin reveals that we often don’t view God as a promised judge, but more like a 
threatened one. We ignore the truth that he created all things, gives life, and sustains 
life. Amongst all of that, he is also judge.) 

● What will God use to determine good or evil? (Point students to the truth that God has 
given his commands as what he will use to determine good and evil. He has set the 
standard. We don’t get to decide. Because of this, our purpose is to “fear God and keep 
his commands.”) 

 
Say: John 15:5 says we are the branches. We stem from Jesus. He gives life and sustains it. 
Because of this, our purpose is to “fear God and keep his commands” for God will judge every 
act. When we remain in him, we continually fear God and keep his commands. Would you place 
your faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, remain in him, fear God, and keep his commands? If so, you 
will be found righteous because of Jesus Christ, and when God judges, he will judge you as 
saved by the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
 



Wednesday Bible Study 
Righteousness is through Faith...Remain in Him 

Romans 3:22-24 
 

Major Points Outline: 
1. The Righteousness of God. (22) 
2. The Unrighteousness of Man. (23) 
3. The Redemption in Christ. (24) 

 
Ask a student to begin this time with prayer.  
 
Discussion Question: What do you think it means to be righteous? Is it possible to be righteous? 
If so, who has been righteous? (allow open discussion) 
 
Say: As we have discussed Jesus as the vine, us as the branches we have pointed out why we 
must remain in God (Jesus is Central to Life) and the purpose we have to remain in God (Fear 
God and keep his commands). Today, we will take a look at how it is possible for us to remain in 
God. We will see this by looking at what the Bible calls righteousness. Romans 3:22-24 explains 
righteousness according to God, according to us, and how to reconcile the two. Let’s read 
Romans 3:22-24 and then take closer looks at each verse, one at a time.  
 
“22 The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe, since there is 
no distinction. 23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 24 They are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:22-24 CSB 
 
Discussion Questions for verse 22: The Righteousness of God 

● We must first remember that yesterday we discussed God being a judge. This points to 
God’s righteousness. His commands reveal that he is righteous, for all of his commands 
are holy. Keeping this in mind: What does the writer of Romans say is the key to God’s 
righteousness for humanity? (Paul declares faith in Jesus is the key for all who believe.)  

● What is meant by the term “faith”? How do we have faith in Jesus Christ? (Allow 
students to share their understandings of faith. If necessary, consider using a chair as an 
object lesson: To sit in a chair, requires our faith. We can look at the chair, know its a 
chair, think it will support us, but until we sit in it, we have not placed our faith in the chair 
to hold us up. Faith is the action of belief.) 

● NOTE: “...since there is no distinction.” is a connection to Rom. 3:9- no distinction 
between Jews and Gentiles, because of sin. This last statement of v. 22 is a clear way of 
saying that righteousness comes the same way for all. What is the only way to receive 
the righteousness of God? (“...through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe…”) 

 
Discussion Questions for verse 23: The Unrighteousness of Man 

● Why is it necessary that we place our faith in Jesus Christ to receive the righteousness 
of God? (“For all have sinned…” We must acknowledge that our sin is what causes our 
unrighteousness. In our unrighteousness we have become enemies of God, who is 
righteous.)  



● Why is sin such a big deal? Why doesn’t God just get over it? (“...and fall short of the 
glory of God.” God’s righteousness reveals his glory. When we sin, our unrighteousness 
shows our glory, which falls short of God’s glory. Our unrighteousness makes us not 
good enough to be in relationship with God because of the enmity that we placed 
between us. Isaiah 59:2 explains that our sin separates us from God. This separation is 
a chasm that can no longer be closed by our “righteousness”, because we aren’t 
righteous.) 

● What does it mean for us that we have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God? 
What’s our destiny without God’s righteousness? (Point out to students that we must 
comprehend the gravity of our sin. Because of our sin, we cannot remain in God. We 
need the vine to give life to the branches.) 

 
Discussion Questions for verse 24: The Redemption in Christ 

● Though v. 23 is brutally honest and rather depressing, it is simply an interjection of truth, 
so that we see the connection between God’s righteousness and our need for 
redemption. What do you think the word “justified” means in v. 24? (after discussion, 
explain that “justified” means to be made righteous even though we are unrighteous. We 
are given God’s righteousness.) 

● What is the cost for the unrighteous to receive God’s righteousness? (For the 
unrighteous, there is no cost: “...freely by his grace…”. Jesus gave his life and we were 
justified by his blood (v. 25). The grace of God provides our redemption: the exchange of 
God’s righteousness for our unrighteousness.  

● Consider the opposition of v. 22 and v. 23. God is Righteous and Man is Unrighteous. 
How does v. 24 show God’s desire for us to remain in him? To what great extent did God 
go to show us he desires us to remain in him? (Help students see that God gave his Son 
for us! To redeem us, to give us grace, that we would place our faith in Jesus Christ, and 
remain in him.) 

 
Say: How great is it that in our unrighteousness, God has exchanged his righteousness for us. 
In this exchange, we are made righteous and are able to remain in him and experience eternal 
life through placing our faith in Jesus Christ, by his grace. Righteousness truly is only by faith in 
Jesus Christ. Is your faith in Jesus Christ? Would you place your faith in him that you may 
remain in God? If you are a Christian, are you living in such a way that you are remaining by 
faith in the righteousness of God? Are living like you are redeemed? In prayer, seek God and 
his righteousness, that as we go to worship we may worship Him in spirit and in truth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday Bible Study 
The Fruit of the Spirit...Remain in Him 

Galatians 5:22-25  
 

Major Points Outline: 
1. The Fruit of the Spirit is good. (22-23) 
2. The Fruit of the Spirit is new. (24) 
3. The Fruit of the Spirit is only found in the Spirit. (25) 

 
Ask a student to begin this time with prayer.  
 
Discussion Question: How should a person who remains in Christ be different than others who 
don’t remain in Christ? (allow open discussion) 
 
Say: In our final study together this week, we are going to look closely at what the life of a 
person who remains in Christ looks like according to Scripture. Remaining in Christ isn’t about 
being a good person, or being perfect. It is about living in a way that reflects how Christ has 
changed you since you began to remain in him. We will be looking at Galatians 5:22-25. Let’s 
read these verses.  
 
“22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, and self-control. The law is not against such things. 24 Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let 
us also keep in step with the Spirit.” Galatians 5:22-25 CSB 
 
Discussion Questions for verses 22-23: The Fruit of the Spirit is good. 

● How do verses 22-23 describe the life of a person who remains in God? (The fruit of the 
Spirit is the description, followed by the listing of what the fruit looks like.) 

● Consider people who are not remaining in God. Which of the listed characteristics of the 
fruit of the spirit are different from the fruit of those who don’t remain in God? (all of 
them! This is not a trick question. The only true love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control is found Christ.) 

● What does the world try to pass off as counterfeits? (We’ll notice that there are laws 
(whether written or not, legal or cultural) against the counterfeits of the world. The fruit of 
the Spirit is good in every way!) 

○ God loves sacrificially, the world loves selfishly 
○ God gives unending joy, the world wants happiness 
○ God provides peace, the world seeks acceptance/tolerance 
○ God blesses us with his patience, the world values immediacy 
○ God reveals kindness, the world masks with superiority 
○ God exemplifies goodness, the world says all is good 
○ God promises faithfulness, the world wants whatever is bigger and better 
○ God cares with gentleness, the world cares until it doesn’t advantage them 
○ God practices self-control, the world pushes greediness 

 



 
Discussion Questions for verse 24: The Fruit of the Spirit is new 

● How does the writer describe those who have the fruit of the Spirit? What is the 
significance of this? (Paul says “...those who belong…” This is synonymous with 
remaining! How great is it that scripture is cohesive! Jesus says to remain and bear fruit, 
and here we see what that fruit looks like. Wow! The newness comes in the truth that 
without belonging to Christ Jesus there is no fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is 
new to those who belong, remain, in Christ Jesus.) 

● In the last study, we saw an exchange of our unrighteousness for God’s righteousness. 
There is another exchange here in v. 24. What is the exchange that has occurred for 
those who belong to Christ? (the exchange is the fruit of the Spirit in place of the 
crucified sinful passions and desires of the flesh as mentioned in Gal. 5:19-21. It may be 
beneficial, if time permits, to read these verses and compare the exchange.)  

 
 
Discussion Questions for verse 25: The Fruit of the Spirit is only found in the Spirit 

● What do you understand the first phrase to mean: If we live by the Spirit? (Help students 
see that this is another way of saying, if we remain in Christ. Meaning if we don’t remain 
in Christ, then the fruit of our lives will not be the fruit of the Spirit.) 

● How does the writer say we remain in Christ and produce the fruit of the Spirit in the last 
part of v. 25? (Paul says we are to “keep in step”. What better way to describe remaining 
in Christ and producing the fruit of the Spirit? When we keep in step, meaning we don’t 
just walk nearby or alongside, but it’s like a father placing his child on top of his feet and 
he starts to walk. Every step the father takes, so does the child. The steps are not 
separate but are one.) 

● What does this mean for anyone who chooses to not remain in Christ? What are the 
characteristics of their life? (Anyone who does not remain in Christ will not produce the 
fruit of the Spirit, but instead will produce the fruit of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21).) 

 
Say: To remain in Christ is an life of producing the fruit of Spirit. There is no guessing that we 
are remaining in Christ, there is unsurety. We need to only look at the fruit of our lives. If the fruit 
of our lives is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control then we can be sure that we are remaining in Christ. If the fruit of our lives is sexual 
immorality, impurity, idolatry, hatred, jealousy, anger, selfishness, drunkenness, or anything 
similar then we are not remaining in Christ, but instead are living in our flesh. The way of 
remaining in Christ is to begin or return to our faith in Jesus Christ and his righteousness. When 
we remain in Christ, the fruit of our lives is obvious. What areas of your life are lacking the fruit 
of the Spirit? Spend time in prayer before worship asking God to change your heart that the fruit 
of the Spirit would be lived out in you.  
 
 
 
 


